
November 12th, 1969 

Citizens of Grinnell: 

We ask you to think what it means locally in your lives for this country to 
spend $30 billion a year on the war in Vietnam 
spend 19¢ out of every tax dollar on the war). 
food costs have risen 15%; mortgage rates have 
40 , 000 Americana have died. 

(or to put it another way, to 
Since the war escalated in 1965, 

zoomed from 5,7 to 7,9% and 

Grinnell, like every other community in the land, has suffered and felt the 
effects of this war. It has felt it in boys killed, in inflation and higher 
taxes, in less funds for education, health, agriculture, transportation. It 
has f elt it in higher borrowing costs for school bonds, sewer bonds, mortgage 
loans. It has felt it in increased bitterness, frustration and divisiveness. 

All wars demand sacrifices. Some wars deserve these sacrifices. The war in 
Vietnam has proved to be the wrong war, at the wrong time, in the wrong place. 
It is a war that has no longer, if it ever oid, the national interest. In fact 
national interest and nat~onal priorities demand this war end. 

Is it more patriotic, then, to continue this kind of war than it is to say 
STOP? 

Is it more patriotic to prevent discussion of these issues than to debate 
them freely? 

I s it more patriotic to demand unquestioning support of ~he war than it is 
to hope that a united people might begin to deal with it~ real interests and 
real problems by ending the war? 

Think about these matters, and if you believe that the process of withdrawal 
should be speeded up and the war ended soon, write your Congressman (John Kyle) 9 

your Senators (Jack Miller and Harold Hughes) and your President (Richard Nixon). 



l 'act ~,heet on the l~ost of t.hf: W:1r 

The following stat:istics are r:.c::a::tt to ill"LlSTrJ.te the enormous drain on our 
e conomy caused by the war in Vietn,:l.m, 70 cents out of ev€ry dollar yuu p3,y in -caxes 
goes to the cost of past, pre.sent, E,n::1 future wars. This is rn.one:y that is desperately 
needed for education, health, i-rcd other projects. FederaJ. grants i.n the3e areas are 
harder to ge~~ than. ever, and wi tY nac:i s,.1ccc,ssive year of 1:he 1 ,ar t];.e drain gets 
worse. The United ,':.ite. tee., n-2eds to re~;·,rr-1 t:ome oi' this money to the e(;Ot,,.xny, otherwi3e, 
it will simply keep spiraling c::.p, takin,~ co::its vii th j_t. The ch:,i ce is 3.ll of ours: 
a continued and E::ver increasing dclJ ar dr·ain and :ln inflaticnary ecenorny where you 
are actually bearing much of the cost cf the v..ar twice, or the disengagement of 
U.S. forces from Vietn2m and the redirection of ttat $30 bi2-lion a year into the 
desperate needs of A~erica. 
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The Vietnam war cost3 $JO BiLLIOiJ per year---- -------------------$2. 5 B:::LLION a month 

At the rate of :Ji02 billion psr· ;mar, the Vietnam war cost,s the D.S. $Cl, 128, Ol.;.O per t½ mili!'ltfl or m::re than .$100,~ per second. 'rr.e co.st o~ six seconds cf 1var in the second 
half of 196t: exceeded the a.ver·a6 e s t'irtinc; salary of c1 g:r·aie school teA.cher in the 
United ~,ta tes. 

The current administ,ration h'::is requested $5.'..:l billior. for arrnnu.."LLtion to shoot at 
the Vietnamese. There are an ec-c;tirnated ~40, 000 North Vietnamese and Viet Cocig in 
South Vietnam. Hence we pay .$21,6 66.67 for armrn..L11.ition to shoot at each soldier. 
The administration req'iested $3. 2 billion for elementary and secondary school 
education for 72 rn;_l licE /,,,mer:ie:an scLool c.hi_ldern, hence, only :u~4~-. per child. 

It costs $52,000 to kill one V::'_er;namese guerilla. 

The 1969 fiscal budget was $157 l.illior,,, 74.4,7; was designated for war and war 
related programs, 12.2% for health, education and welfare services. 

MILITAJ;y F11.r:cE::_'. ................................ _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
VETERANS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... - ....................... . 
NATIONAL DEBT ( over 80% -,var incurred) ............................ . 
FOREIGN RELA'11IONS (mainly foreign a.id 'i ........................... . 
SPACE RACE .......................... , ............................ . 
POST 01'1FICE AHD hUJ\L:3 . ........................................... . 
AGRICULTURE J\ND NA'i'UH/iL tlliSOui-:cES ................................ . 
COMlVIERCE AND LABOIL ............................... , ......... . 
GENER.AL GOVERNIVJEWI' .............. , . , . . . . . , , ................ . 
HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WEL1::'A..R.E ... · ................... . 

55-7% 
4.4% 
'). lJ(, 
2.6% 
2.91, 
5. 4?: 
3,9% 
1.6% 
1.9% 

12.2% 

The Selective Service 3ystem .:-eques1,s ;);,0, 720, Od) to proce:ss 3l~7, 000 indu.ctees 
rather than the $285,(XlO originally expected for thi:J fi,Jcal year. 

A G;UrJNELL COLLEGE :Jr::'lJDJi:I;rr WILL :;-~E -~O:.TING 'ff, YOUl'i HOML·: ':r'HuRSDAY on FT;IDJ\.Y EVENINGS. 
WE HOPE THAT YOU WILL COHSIDEH THIS J\'TATEI<.IAL Arm FEEL FREE TO DISCU3~~ YOUR VIEWPOINTS 
ON THE WAR .i\ND ITS POSSIBLE SOLUI'IONS WITH HIM. T1~\lJ"rC YOU VEHY J>IHJCE. 
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* It means a conflic~ that cas escalated fro□ a s□ill force of 600 American 
technicians to over halt' a :ni lb.or_ nen. 

* It means 45,000 nen kjlled. 

* It means 255, ·,oo wounded. 

·* It means not knowj_ng r1,t any given mo:nent precisely .,;~10 the ene:ny is. 

* It means t:b..e :nost frustrating sof't ,"JI. "1r:n·, wi tll no front J.inc2, 3. war •.vhich 
breaks out here and there, even 3.cross national borders in Laos 3.nd 
Cambodia, neitter of which is involved. 

·* It means spending over t3;_, billior:. a :-ear. 

* It means a furtr,er drain on an a 7 reo.dy in&dequn.te golc. supply, and an 
escalation of inflation . 

* It means enormous d:i.scretionary powers assu,':led by the President, with 
Congress asked to ~pprove his actio~s after the fact. 

* It means a war where in the eyes of many Asiatics we are fighting against 
indigenous Asiatic nati:malisr::1, 1:mch P.s Prance did -:..n the past. 

* It means the first war in ou:- history fought not only on the battlefield 
but brought into the A-neric.:;,n livingroom, every day, through the raw 
emotionalisn, of today's mass cormnunications. 

Here at home this confusion, this frustration, hc:.s raised challenges within 
Congress, wi thi:1. colleges and 1.L."li versi·c:;ies, within -:-he press, within the rr;ili tary 
i tself---and all to a degree not experj.enced i:c: the United :St&tes since the 
Civil War. 

l\.daptcd from 'J'he War in Vietnam, a 
report preiared by the ,Senate hepublican 

Policy '.::or.rrnittee. 

Ask yourself what this means -co y,YJ., your frien.ds, your far:iily. 

Ask :,'ourself hc1w P-Juch lori6or ·':,;--,.e :::ieople of thi.3 n_.-1,tio:1 mi.:..:,t enc;ure 
the strair, of this most unpopulai·· and longest war in our history. 

On November 13 and 11+, rrill.ion~' 2f 1-uner.~cans 1,-,ill be w0rking in 
their cc,rri:r,unitj_es to demonsi::r.·~t,e their ,-:nswer to these questions. 



The Johnson-1.'.ixon polic~r b. Viet:-1.am continues A 

.tO OPINION- AITJ T1-Ir: ~IAR 

The course w ich Presi .. ent ::ixon con­
tinues to folloH in Vietnamis essentially 
the same course pursued by Lyndon j·o:1nson 
and declared unsa·tisfacto!":r l1y ~>.e i'l.rnerican 
people in the last election. As a hi~h 
Pentagon official phrased it, 11Ue are 
giong to reduce the fight to a level the 
American pub.lie uill tolerate for a lonr; 
pul1.n· The direction of k1erican :)olicy 
is not aimed at substantive ne,;otiations 
,vi th Hanoi or even ui th the 11Vietnariization11 

of the war, but at placatL1g and reducinL; 
public opposition to this no"t unpopular 
war• It then arlpears that t'.,e present 
Vietnam strategy is directed more at 
soothing public 0 1li:1ion th:->.,1 c.t the 
crucial is sues of 11i thdrawa.l and peace. 

OBJBCTIVE OF :?Tn',EFT POLICY 

T je advinistration peT·sists in 
pursuing the .,_ame objective in Vietnam 
as its predecessor-an objective whicj 
can only lead to more deaths, nore des­
truction, and eventually, at sone unc.is­
closed date in the furure, to a ;Core2n­
type solution. 

That solution would nean the inst,al­
lation of a ~Jro-Hestern Te. i.L,e. A nili tc0.e,y 
regime with a bare consci"Gutj_onal facD.de 
which actually ,::;uarcrnte2s its citizens few 
civil liberties r, and a re:_;5-ne crhich de: ion­
strates little responsiveness to the needs 
of its people. T o su:,r,o:c·t 1.:·, lJ_s "e,ype of 
government, the ad,1inistr2.t::.on is preoared 
to maintain a reduced tut consider2.ble 
number of troops in Vie·cno..m indefini -cely .. 
Even Korea, 15 yec;.rs after "e,lle ending 
of that conflict, He still de)Jloy 55,000 
U.S. troops at a cost of ;::;600,_1ill ·on' a 
year. 

The main outlines of t}·is )ro~;rarn 
have appe2,recl -i thin t'1:, 1).:lst ,.,w,.r. In 
an article pu.lltshcd in t:10 Ju~ .. y ~-9 ;s 
Foreign Affairs quarterly, ''.ern.sn ICahn 
proposed that lJ11blic 09inion be appeased 
by (1) Viet112.mizing the war j ( 2 )reducing 
U .s. forces ''in t;1e next two or three 
years to between two a,.1d Piree },und.erd 
thousand men," (3) while keeping two or 
three con.bat di visions in 3ont ' 1Iietnan 
for a considerable per::'..od in order to 
11 deter a resumption of rnjor '.·1ostilities-n• 

;.i1hc s2.r1:0 ic:.ea re-ap1Je2.Tscl in SecI·et2.::---~r 
Laird rs reoent intervieH iri -;::;1 'T'ime r.ia 7a-

zine (Augo29) ,hen he suc;gcst.ed U.SG forces 
1tcould be ct,·.:, iE }calf$ ·co 3.oout 250,000 men;; 
and be kept i21 ,Sm-1.th Vic-c.nam fc•r an extended 
period. 11 U.So ::eus an:i '.Jorld Report (Sept. 
22) said Eixon' s hope lo.st spring "was to 
h2.ve almost all 250,.000 U.S. combat troops 
out of Vietno.m b" tho e:1.d of 1970. 11 That 
1.rould still l>Jo:·.re 0,.pproximately J00,000 
stFlport troops in the Hi,.r zone 

This is the plan Fixon w2.s following 
uhen he an:1ounced a second 1_Jrojected 
reduction of 35:,000 troops by Decenber 15,, 
j~ven wit'i. this rcduc~.ion, L1S4 ,. 000 troops 
Hould rem1:,.in in -✓ietn2.:1 along with 28,000 
l:a-va,l personnel, and about 45"000 Air 
Force men in ':i:''hilsnd. Thus, 557,000 
~merica~ troops are likely to be still 
~i_,wolved in t'.·1e Vietnam conflict. This 
is hardly dr2.stic troop withdrawal, nor 
is it likely to bring about a cessation 
of hostilities. 

The ]al ti more :31..m of Sept. 16 quoted 
a 11 hig11 ran!cinc; American official in 
Sai::;0:1 nnose vie:rn have been heard per­
sonally by lir. lii::rnn11 as havin estimated 
that 100,000 :-.1en could be :-:rulled out with­
out seri.osly reducing the fic;hting 
abilit\' of the allied forces. One rea.son;i 
he said, is U12.t tbe nunber of soldiers 
sent tc Vieuw.m to tuild airfields, 
logistical b2_ses and outposts finished 
thiir tasks la.st year. The announced 
reductj_ons do not indi0ate a shift in 
policy and still leave us ?ar foom 
d.e-e~calating this H2.r. 

PO~,ICY !3CUTTD TO SUPPO:T' OT° SAI201: COV 1T 

Sup}JOrters of the present policy 
assert t:-1at 2. nhased wit~1draHa,l, coupled 
1vi th an outspoken but obvious pledge that 
we will keep enough troo9s in Vietnam 
indefinitely to prevent collapse of the 
c1:rrent Saigon regime will convince 
North Vietnam that its cause is hopeless 
and therefore encourage Hanoi to 
negotiate. 

Senator • .ore (D-Tenn.) sharply 
criticized this asr,ertion in a Senate 



speech on Septernger wthg nrn my view, 11 

Gore said, ttthe history of the Vietnamese 
people does not support such a conclusion. 
They are accustomed to long s-crc11~gles, 

spanning generations of even centuries.n 
The policy of pl1ased wi thdraual, he 
declared, "holds no more p:"omise of success 
than did the policy of bombinc; T'orth 
Vietnam . 11 He continued. th:::;t. it 11ight 
"buy time for the administration 1n th 
the American peop~_e, but if it is used 
to tighten our embrace of the Saiz.on regime. 
the prospects for peace i:-rill be dim 
indeed•"· 

Senator Fulbright (D-\rk.), supporting 
Gore, made the essential point when he told 
the Senate, "It does not matter how much 
we talk about settlerrent 6 the wa:r c;;nnot 
be settled as lo:1g as we insist upon 
maintaing the puppet government in South 
Vietnam." Since maintaining that puppet 
government controls the l; ixon-J ohnson 
policy, meaningful troop reductions and 
peace remain elusive and distant. 

Even if we cut our troops in half, 
and the cost of the Vietnamese t-rar in 
half, we would still be committed to 
spending $12 to $15 billion a year in­
definitely in Vievnam. The Pentaggn 
admits th2,t the South Vietnamese army, 
though improved, is still less than 
acle-,,ate, and that it ,rill be years 
befo.' it ca.'1 do uithcut r.s .. air, 
arti-.!..lary, and loGistics support. 

COST'::: A!:D EF'?ECTS 
,_ 

The enormous cost in American lives 
is knmm and deplored. In addition t o 
the moral and enotional drain on this, 
nation, the rise in consumer ]rices, 
taxes, and the painful effects of infla­
tion are bein~ felt as well. The fin­
ancic1.l pages speculd,e thD.t the U.S. may 
have to pay the hig.1-iest interest rates 
since the war in 1812. It is difficult to 
imagine that H:) can continue to spend $30 
billion a year 9 or even a th:J.rd that much 
in Vietnam, while inflation eats away 
savings and racial-urban problems eat 
away the very foundations of our 
society. 

It is th 0 , task of the growing number 
of critics of the W'".r in Vietnam to make 
t:1ese facts knmm, to assert that the 
present policies pursued by the President 
and his advisors procise no stop to in­
volvement and are designed not to end the 
war, but to soften the cries of those who 
demand a real disenga,;ement fron Vietnam. 

Adapted fron 11 The Con Game of '1h thdrawal r 
Fr-om Vietnam," I.F. Stone's Weekly, 
Vol. XVII, No. 17, Sept. 22, 1969 
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