
THE GRINNELL COLLEGE DEPARTMENT OF 
THEATRE, DANCE, AND PERFORMANCE STUDIES PRESENTS

ARBOR FALLS
By Caridad Svich

Directed by Jen Shook

March 10-12, 2023March 10-12, 2023
Roberts Theatre Roberts Theatre 

Bucksbaum Arts CenterBucksbaum Arts Center



This performance will last approximately 90 minutes 
with no intermission.

Please turn off all cell phones and noisemaking devices.
No photography or recording is permitted.

Content Note:
Flashing lights and strobe effects will be used.

This production includes discussions of self-harm, 
alcohol abuse, xenophobia, neglect, and suggestions of 

suicidal ideation.

(Resources available and listed online -
QR code on next page.)
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CAST OF CHARACTERS
CAST, ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Preacher:              		                       McAfee Chandler ’23
Lover: 					       Elle Lewis-Eme ’23  
Owner:                    		       	                Evaan Ahmed ’23
Cheyenne:   	               		                  Kelly Banfield ’24
Traveler:					      Emma Haddock ’26         
Churchgoers          Noelle Buehrer ’26, Samantha Falduto ’26,
		           Danny Humphrey ’26, Irish Stoll ’26    
			 
Sound ensemble: 	 Evaan Ahmed, Kelly Banfield, Samantha 	
			   Falduto, Danny Humphrey, Irish Stoll

Understudies:	 Kelly Banfield, Noelle Buehrer, Samantha 	
			   Falduto, Danny Humphrey, Irish Stoll

Scan QR code for full bios and resource page.
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 NOTES
“Blue is the color of longing for the distances you never arrive in, for 
the blue world.”       ―Rebecca Solnit, A Field Guide to Getting Lost

“Inside the word ‘emergency’ is ‘emerge;’ from an emergency new 
things come forth. The old certainties are crumbling fast, but danger 
and possibility are sisters.”        ― Rebecca Solnit, Hope in the Dark

“Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing and rightdoing,
there is a field. I’ll meet you there.
When the soul lies down in that grass,
the world is too full to talk about. …
The breeze at dawn has secrets to tell you.
Don’t go back to sleep. … 
The door is round and open.
Don’t go back to sleep.”

				    ― Jalāl ud-Dīn Rūmī, 

                                  “A Great Wagon,” translated by Coleman Barks

“Our relations exceed, spill, and expand kin as part of our land-ing 
practice as we embody expansive genealogies that are sometimes 
unruly as we land into space–falling into relation with the black 
holes–the terra formation of infinite possibilities. We fall over and 
over again breathing through an atmospheric that feels like both 
pressure and release.”

		  ― Karyn Recollet (Cree), on shifting from land ac-
knowledgements to LandING acknowledgements, drawing upon 
many nations’ stories of world-beginning with a woman falling from 
sky to earth. The work of relationality is ongoing. (See online pro-
gram for more on land acknowledgements)
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